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he : ONS 
T: Eeing our Adverſaries the Trinitarians, cannot be 
ontent,, modeſtly to acknowledge their Dofrine 
as a meer Myftery, and to rely upon the Auchoe 
' rity of the Church, and Tradition for the ſame ; 
| but have of ate alſo ventni'd, even to. prove the ſame a- 
| greeable to the common Notions of Humane Reaſoning, 
= ie may not be amifs to ſhew them their Errour, and to © 
humble them a little more in their pretences for the: fu- 
rure. : 
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I muſt confeſs, *thas been but of late, that any have 
preſunr'd to this confidence ; but as it now happens, a 
Unitarian. is the .abſurdeſt Greature in the World. Dr. 
Walls, and Dr. S—— together, have undertaken even 
to demonſtrate their weakneſs 5 bur whether their Endea- 
vours may not be more likely to refle& on themſelves, 
than the Unitarians, I Care truſt to the iſſue of this enſuing 
Tan Ho. ne. 

_ *To put the Caſe therefore, the Unitarian. having taken 
the Scriptures in hand, and eur gnerrby 10s he. 
ought to addreſs his Worſhip, ſtreighe Concludes himfelf 
ro be directed, by the firſt Commandment , wiz.- Thou 
ſhalt have none ocher Gods but me : Bur'the more ſubtle 
Trinitarian, tho' in ſeveral places of the Old and New 
Teſtament, he.find that One: to be'intended, as that we 
ought to acknowledge and worſhip bur One God : yet 


ſtreight he has'an evaſion, fays he, there may be: many _ 
Perſons in that One God, and therefore the Command. © 
ment, That we ſhould have but Oue God, ſhall not debar 

me of Deifying and Eqalling my Saviour Chriſt Jeſus to his 
Father ; and after that, to compleat a Trinity, flings in the 
Holy. Ghoſt alſo. S : 


The Cale then of the Unitarian is thus, He dreading 


the guilt of Idolatry , thinks this Evaſion , of ſaying , 
Thar this One God can have ſeveral Perſons in it,. bur 
frivolous and weak ; eſpecially when he conſiders, that 
-1 he never met with fuch Dire&ion or Conſtruction, nei-* 
ther in the Old or New Teſtament. No, ſays the Frini- 
rarian, there is no ſuch thing expreſſed; but the Grounds 
for the Inferences of it are ſo clear, that it needs 
not. : 
The Unitarian upon this, jealous ef a Juggle ; eſpeci- 
ally when this Inference is-not to be. rais'd, till ſeveral 
hundred Years after Chriſt, refle&s, whether ſuch a thing 
can be put upon the Firſt Commandment, and whether *cis 
within the nature of that Precept to bear it. 6 4 
He argues thus therefore, with himſelf : What was 
that Commandment made for ? What ? to prevent Poly. 
theiſm. Why how, ſays he, is that to be done ? By de- 


nying 
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nying many ; that is, (ovural Perſonal Gods, Fo rely it miſt” 
if it is not made to deny Perſonal Gods, %is made ONO 
purpoſe 3 and if. therefore we' .can admit. -a_Man after- 
- wards to. bs a co-equal'to this G od, this Commandment 
ſeems to. be. made but | to litle effe6 Cho; . ISI 2} 485 © 7 TH: "of 
And I pray. then, may: not/a Unitarian: upon this) wery | ” 
well conclude, a Trinity in Unity is abſurd-;; ſi welythe +03 
may, without any manner of Contempt ro-the Scripture, | "I 
What ? is the Divinity of Chrift- implied in'the New Te- 
 ſtament? *cis denied in the efirſt Commandment ,: and 1 
that thus. regard: that. folemn and ſer Precept of the Firſt 
Commandment that was delivered even by. God: bimBlf, 
may ſurely in ſuch. caſe, be allow'd. to: ſubmit my Reaſo: 
ning entirely te the Scripture, and yet deny this implied 
co equal Divinity of Chriſt. * amb 
_*Tis true indeed, 1 cannot ſay,” that there. is.a cohiradi 
ion, in holding, "that" there. may: be Three; Perſons i in - 
God ; becauſe 1 have not the definicion of: the Word 'God 
ſo exact, as to be affurd, it cannot admit- many Perſons 2 
init; but this I am lure, that when God has ordered me to 2 
acknowled ge him butas One,and Iknow I cannot rationally 
make him more, but by many Perſons, I vit ate:the Com- 
mandment by an inconſiſtent abſurdity; to bring in new 
Perſons after in co-equality with him. _ 
Methinks this Reaſoning is ſoobvious, thatT wonder © our 
-great Doors can pore itrover: And yet whether T won- 
der or not, they do : they think, becauſe [they can tell 
us, that a hing can be unum, and tres diverſo reſpetFu ; that 
is, One and Three in ſeveral reſpefs : that therefore it is con- 2 
ſiſtent with the Firſt Commandment, to add ſeveral Per- = 
- ſonsto their One God 3; tho' they are particularly en 3 
red it by ir, and yet not break it, _ 
Nor does this Errour end here neither , for.,our Adver- 
faries are notialways ſo lucky, as to- ſee. Conſequences ; 
for ſhould a lying Revelation , (which is not impollible,) 
—  Deifie more Men then ever the Heathens did, here is. 
no Fence lefe. Is there: Three Perſons in God ? why 
but Three ? .No.; God, you fay , reveal'd :bnt Three by. 
Chriſt. Yes, ſince i ina Eitler Manifeſtation. he haz been 
- pleasd to acquaint us of a Thouſand more. And 
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Anſwer; by the Vindication of the Arrian, and the AS 


And ? tis in yain., in ſuch cafe , to pretend that the 
Number Jorg e of Offence to vs; for if we conſider 
thereis nor _— "Reaſon for one Number then 
7 op ' once deftroy the Unity of the - 
Q think i it were more honourable to 


8 oo. A < 


nire Per alicies, then 


aliſted in inf 
E « the Infinite's imperfe&t. 
Bur? jet al fter > this, we Unitarians are more fair, then 
s our Adverfaries with this one Ar ument only, tho? 
Q gh too, to' a ſincere Man , but we 
er, even to let go''this Principle with 
it them at their own Weapons, to ſhew 
inity is reveald in the New Tefament, and 
it were not abſurd and inconſiſtent to the firſt 
nandment, yet that it is 'unſeripeural. " 
herein, would Dr. Walls but' examine , whatever 
gloried, that Dr. fol bas anþver: ſtory of 
artans, " q Lerter, P- 42. Dr. Sherlock has. uch an 


proflion and: Reproa Che: 

But eaſt Dr. Tal ſhould chink 1 tl FIR of an An- 
ſiver, and have none to give him my (elf, T ſhall give my 
felf that trouble, as to enquire more particularly into his . 
Reaſoning,and to ſhew him, that for all he deals 1 in Cubes, 
all he alledges's 1 E 
oQors reaſdning therefore, as I take it is this, he | 
endeavours to ithuſtrate the Trinity , by an Example in 
a Cube, where three ſides, he ſays,make one Cube, (Pag. 11. 
Letter 1 FY and which Cube, he lays, * net to be made without 
all three ſides, and yet all rhree make But one Cube, ( Page 12. 
| Fetter 1.) and 'to compleat the Paralle], he cell us, (Page 9. 
Letter 2.) that rhat broad thing is a Cube, that long thing Ha 
Cube, in Anſwey to the Father, # God , and the Son God, 
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Nor deth he ſtop here neither, 'for ( Pave 13. of the Y 0 
Letter) he tells us, That that long thing begets the broad thing, 4 ths 
and the long. and broad thing , ; bas that deep thing proceeding 
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om them, exaftly conforming it, rag.the generation and proce 
A of the Son and Holy Che. And his reaſoning upon this 
Parallel in his 3 Lerter, page 38.) is this, If ſuch. # Trinity © 
| can. be form'd in groſi os ER much more may we expetf it 
g poſſible in Spirttuals. © | 
s. Now I ſay, not to ſuppoſe this ſimile alkogerher i imper- 
i '  tinent, as Thave ſhewn it:is in our Caſe ; for our Debate 
is not whether there may not be Three Perſons in God ; 
bur whether many Perſonal Gods will not neceſſarily break 
the firſt Commandmenc? I ſay therefore,to ſuppoſe the firſt 
Commandment is not broke by many. Perſonal Gods, yer 
this Simile is moſt abſard ; for ic is of Commenfuration or 
Relation, and not of a' Body, as he would infmuate ; tis 
of a. meer or Sal abr LN, not a SY and much on 


ee a Eh wy Mar| _ te ge ner: how np zrdneſs, and p 


is —_ of Hard _ els, anot 
of Corporiety,” an yer a are - 
I lay, to! put his Similes f Im Ch Beings, ' yer, 
what parity can we. make berween the Unity of S bt an- 
ces with Qualicics, and the Unities of Perſons together: 
The Dodtor forgets, t on is the 
fe&tion of Being, and char different/pe onation 
ably thegreateſt ion of. ( Maality ;; xF zuriſure; Tnever 
could apprehend any. ocher' real Unity than Perſonation, 
and the higher this Perſonation aroſe, the more diſtin& I 


en 


ended it; thus-one Man, . one / | 
| Od, At {if the Dadtor "has Ffound-a more + aſa, 
roar; and proper Unity chan that, lee him difcover ic,and 
not cice.a- meaner to prove Eras WS : 
The DoRor ſhould rather therefore hand ropes foms 2 
Monſter, born with threa Heads, bur -that, I conceive he -. " 
would have ſeen, to: have been too groſs'to havs/impos'd: 3 
| | orld, not 1 inean, that -chink: he fought -co 
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| impoſe the other -neitherg+for 1 am perſwaded of his ſince- 
rity, in what, he has done, bur I take the freedom to re- 
preſent my Argument {o for its more pertect Nluſtration. ; 
Nor is. my Anſwer, to his ſimile of Memory, Will, and {> 
Underſtanding, and of our Powers, to be to ao and to know, | 
much otherwiſe, (1 Letter, p. 17, 18.) for to my mind, 
cis a [trange Illuſtration of a molt pertet Union of Per- 
ſons, even perf:Rer cham: Perſonality iclelf, to tell us of 

: = Union of parts to the Mind, Faculties to the Soul, 
So for his unurm werum © bonum,wherein indeed the Do- 

or is:{o modeſt, as to confeſs, that the diftind&tion is nor 

equal-ro that:of the Trinity, (p. 18. 1. Letter) ſo for bis 

three Groats in a Shilling, and three Noble» in twenty ( p. 42. 

3. Letter.) Similes indeed that the Do@or himlelf ſeems 

aſham'd of; :and- merhinks alledged to. a ſtrange -purpele, 

he had near-as good have wrote,” that- becaule 'a'Man has 
| ewo:Hangds and an Head, therefore a Trinity in Unity is 

I  _ neceſſary to the perfection of the Godhead. — _ 

.  _-  "T has; been a; general Rule with me, always where I 
74 - have brought a ſimile, to.i]luſtrace any ching, chat I have 
 formediit of ſomething adequate, and; that may: really 
prove the matter) I-deſign'd, it)/urgd by. way. of Argu- 

ment, -but theſe are ſuch fimiles, that my Adverſary had 

as good urge, that there are three Perſonal Gods, becauſe 

they have three Letters intheir Name,or becauſe chat three 

rimes three makes nine.: In'ſhort, theſe are ſuch ſimiles, 


that/to-repeac thein is:to: anſwer them. . - 


. Nor'are hig:Arguments, { drawn from /uſtineo tres perſ0- 
nas met Tudicis & | adverſaris, that is, I perſonate three Men, 
my -ſelf the Fudge and my Adver(ary; and from a man's ha- 
wing three Names, or. Titles, as Wikiam Henry Naſſau, King ES; 
of - England, Scotland, and. France, or a Noble Duke, Mar-- 
queſe, and Earl, lels ridiculotis :(p. 40+ Letter. 3 

would fain ask Doctor Walks, what it is co Perfonate 
2 Man, furely but to. compoſe ones Actions as near as one 
can in likeneſs or favour of: him; is it ſo? then a Man 
may. as: well perſonate - three -hundred Men as three, for 
ene cannot perſonate three together, and one” 


may three 
hundred 
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laid one after another : In ſhort, the Door had as 
good have ſaid, there muſt be three Perſonal Gods, 
cauſe a Man can walk three ways, for 'tis the ame tha 
he repreſents by his perſonating in his Mind, as walkin 
-in the Body, and is not this a_pretty fi ſimile then 
that there muſt be three perſonally diſtin& God: 


«> ot 


Letter) What, ſhall man bear three Perſons , and ſhall not 
God be able to dot? : 
Well may the Doctor as he has done, quite undermine 


the very Idea of the word Perſon, for if he had nor, he 


could never have forc'd himſelf to ſuch abſurd concluſions; 
bu&when as he has done, he has quire deftroy'd all the 
diſtin&ion of the Idea of that word, tis no difficulty for 
him, to conclude as he has done, p. 10. Letter 1. That 
there may be three ſomewhats in one God, diverſo reſpetFu- 


Afeer all therefore, I ſay, granting that the being of 


three perſonal Gods, were not repugnant to the very Pre- 
- cept of the firſt and greateſt Commandment; Yet has the 
Doctor been able by fimile, or otherwiſe co make our, 


that chere may be rationally three Perſons in one God : by 


Laying aſide even' the firſt Commandment, yet ſurely he 


has nor, for theſe Examples and Illuftrations are as Foreign 


from his purpoſe, as even his Enemies can wiſh, and there- 
fore; T hope for the future the Door will learn more 
Modeſty, than to ſer up ſuch Trumpery, to give us 
ſimiles of Unions, of Chimerical Relations, of Meaſure, 


of Faculties, of Parts, and Titles, for the probabilicy ,” 


that the moſt compleat Unity in the Godhead may be in 
an unheard of manner, and not of Perſons. _ 

The Doctor muſt needs have been: more ſnccefifal, as 
| well as ingenuous, had he taken a plainer Method ; thus 
for inſtance, Had he ſaid God is as a name of Office,and 


may receive therefore many Perſons into the Idea: of jt 
and the Foundations of the Unitatians Error is this, they 
apprehend. the word to lignifie the Office or Supreme | 


Power, to be confin'd'to Perfonality in its Unity. . 


ws 


thet , ,to Prove 
the DoRtor. to conclude upon it as he does, (p. x. third | 
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= Now I ſay, had the Door fairly done thus, we ſhould | 
+ have known how.to have attack d him, but at preſent , 

- having touched, his SubjeR fo warily.as he has done, we 
b are put tothe trouble to undermine his Reaſonings, to 
CC: buffer at him. in che dark, through ſimiles, wary doubts, 
: _ and twenty other little bliuds. © : 

I fay this, becauſe had the Door fairly told. us that 
God ſignified an Office, we ſhould not have been (6 
weak, as to have quarrelled at him for diſtorting the fg- 
nification of the word, but we ſhould have turn'd to Ar- 

uments, to prove the thing z we ſhould only have de- 
Ned him, to: have thruſt in Jupiter, Bacchus, Venus, Oc. 
into the Office with them, and we ſhould have been con- 
tent, and let him take the Idea as he pleaſes. 

Nor does this very Notion fail of Ooain my Eyes 

| more neicher, for now methinks, I underſtand why it is 
we ſay, that we have but one God in Natural Religion, 
that is, we have but one Council of Gods perſonal, who. 
bf having all power among them, and always agreeing, never 
'Þ _ contradict one another, and conſequently manage all things. 
'' | with the ſame Rule of Providence , and there 15 no power 
, | beſides ſufficient to oppole them. De org 
x! But if this bz our Adverſaries Idea, as it muſt be, if 
4: they make the Word God to ſignifie an Office, and not 
if a Perſon, as is neceſlarily inferc'd, from ſaying there: are 
1 many Perſons in the Godhead : I ſay, if this be our Ad- 
/f verſaries Kea, they would do well to ſpeak it out more. : 
| plainly, that the World may no longer remain in dark- 
" _ neſs, and that we may have the fairer occaſion given us, 
a co ſet them. in a better way if this be wrong. _ : 
if Nor ſhall my Adverſaries confuſed Notion of the word: 
{/ Perſon obſtru&& my reaſoning in this caſe, by his Artful. 
vi falling from the proper ſignificacion- of the word, to call 
ita ſomewhat; for if there be any regard to be had to & 
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Scripture, I ſhall ſhew by and by, that che Trinity are. 

Perſons as really, as properly , and as fully perſonally di- 

ſtin& as three Angels ; and if ſo, I hope the Door will 

not therefore leave his Rule of Faith becauſe it turns Uni- 

tarian againſt him.. bs 
| | But. 
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*is fit we ſhould make our way plain, ſays he, p. 9. firſt 
Letter, "tis hard to conclude an impc ability m the Natures 


God; right, fo it is; but the Dodtc 


Commandment and his Uniey fenſe, and methinks a ſin- 
cere Man, till he is able to do that, will have but little 
ro to value the reſt and leſs material ſubſequent Reve- 
lation. _ 2 : — 
And methinks here our Adyerſaries ſhould be aſhamed 
to charge us as they do, that we: ſtick to Chymera Hea's 
of Imipoſſubility, and difregard Scripture, for piay, what 
Scripture ſhall we regard, in competition wich this Com- 
mandment, written by the Finger of God, and one of 


the only Precepts he himſelf immediately delivered ? 


Did our Adverſfaries deal ingenuouſly wich us , they 
would ſhew us where. this Commandment is ſolemnly ab- 


rogated or explained, and-not by blind Implications, thus 


tear up the very Roots of Revelation 3 methinks I cannot 
bue blaſh for them, when I read their charging us thus 


utyuſtly ; bat I hope ?tis in their Ignorance, and God for- 


give them for it. 2 

The ſecond Obje&ion is, That our Ablardity in deny- 
ing the Trinity, is ke theirs who deny the Reſurrection, (Page 
6. Letter 1.) Th Sh will not miſtaken Zeal alledge, we 
deny the Scriptures, nor the Power of God, which 
at deny the Refurretion muſt ; indeed we can ra- 
ther believe that God can make us almoſt infinitely more 
glorious. And what we deny, is neither- the Power. of 
God, nor the Scriptures ; our Caſe is, we are afraid of 
Idolatry , we only beg the privikedge of anderſtanding 
kow to keep the Commandments ; and ſurely , it we are 


| jealous that we-are in any Errour about them,we may have 


leave innocently to examine it, til we either have,or give 

fatisfaQtion. OT — 

In hore, Dr. Walls might as well have compar'd us to 

Man-eaters; for if there is any ching common in our of 

fences, ?cis perverſneſs, and a blindneſs age ain 
; : BY 


Ek F tt we WARS. $I CSS th ei Re YE II. 0H OO, es RACIST OS O00) OWLS 3» £ - n 
Tas et et OT Ee tt " OO SIS AF» CO AS 2 Pe One WAITING $1 I Gs I RN Fe I Wb Te rb M 
CR I es Et ER Ee Dig eo gel nd SL ol ES + MEE Re Be AE EL A Rigs Ds ole ESI Loy ot 
os WS RON lt er eg 1 a Ad LIP oO a 8 TA SLOT] TOO es Ra ar 4b CS Bd 2% 3% a 75 I b, Bryn fi, 
By - & ER ME ; FC od ES A AS EAR 2 ger” At RR LEAF, wy AS PEAS LON FI gt S He TEN RNA 
{Ot Te: ad a PR 6 ab Dae ; y De | SEA Ie TL Lal 9h, 


3 1 = w/e wy. a} < » 
£ [4 Re. : Livk 3 3s 9 # os s &Þ WAY » (bs - 6 py 
4 in * 4 " add 3k ar tt SA 15 - TURF VP oe Ss PEST ® 5% Z 42 ; b 
7 "1 . s G - Wo gt T2 AT tr th one + $444 NNE EE OS NR. a Re bone BY $5 SS IT Sts? Me ne pt #67544; . 4 2 * 
OO ER £5 f Sy s 4 Lo PSO5t d. " Sars, 27 Ws Fo ORE - | S s Te *r SRI rL LS OL» WO T1 eos TE TION FOOT Ng i ERR ESI n 445 k Fr 
$ pe % We 0H cx Y boat COTA LING Cs IE CO Ne Bee SIRI POS OE ES IR TT ES ER Fs Ie OO UC TT LOT NO NG 4 ONS, 
« 3g] £74 ” (36-5416 vm {4 1234 5 * TIE 8,14 39% ps 2 SY, oy ds LAT Fe eee OLE N AO Eon ct ey $1 7 oo THEFTS 
CR TI LE MU at Tye ER LIE En EG A ER FT A ea rt i dE og 
| 4 , " Þ : \ Lo [ x : B71 LOR . 7 Rs EROS T TEE LITE: pet F/ Ds SL tA] POPC of a Fe BR 94 Hof 24 AK 35 wy NS, 0 6 > APE EIN FO ds, hen Wes $S-4 oY, Fes AR <p; Boy; ON) « CO RE AI 
” E] v ; 7 Si F458 1% FG , 1 ET Aothe INT ALTER. PD She Na FR A fi RR & ORs ALTOWL, A ger, bv Ir, OF od an Ra Ln hy 2% Dons LD i : os = 2 1s £ Y ; rich / Weed, 
< ; y %.TY es £ 5 Ry, TIS bo) AL. AT ee (gt 2 #748 5 8-28 Fe] YN. "$5 ao ON aus v- 5 F þ > * A Y by £504 
C - Y ws = - * wil. ; , * L - c - F ROS» ” 
% i CDF x57 Fs EY 4 4 , y p 5 = : : WY Ve IL 
's *% 4 FB : wa 4 p, G $ 4 fo YL bf 
0 p45 - 4 . L nf Ns s 
1 X , ; # 
Mr ” * Bip 1 x 4 8 y Ms | : 
” - C 2 4 2% 
+, K k Wo ot 
\ : P | ; : 
ww , I 0 - 
: p 
. ® 
| N E . x . : 
6 
; 


' But before I proceed further, there ſeerhs to be two 
- Objections, that preſent themſelves from the Doctor, .and 


- T1g0 or is miſtaken, that is 
not what we pretend to; we endeavour to make his firſt 
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and in that the Man-eaters are as much guilty as the Uni- 
tarians, and therefore I think he had done as well if he 

| had compared us to them; only indeed in this the -Man- 
eaters would not ferve his turn, they would not caſt fo 
black a'RefleRion, as the other does by their falls and un- 
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juſt Inferences. _ The Epos 
Nor is this the firſt time, that even the beſt of our Ad- 
verſaries have ſhewn their uncharicableneſs to us; nor is 
this the leaſt footſteep of it that I find even in Dr. Walls ; 
thus he ſeems to inſinuate a general aſperſion upon us, Thar 
we believe not Angels, 1 Letter, page 16. ſo that the Socini- 

' ans reje the Scriptures, tho' not barefacd , yet on the ſlight 
inference ef their impeſſibilities, (Page F, 8. Letter 1.) Indeed 
he would ſeem to inſinuate , he has a little more Charity 
for ſome Unitarians ; but I would fain know, whether 
that general Imputation, be nor a ground for a. particular 
Offence ? for-is it not to begin with Calumnies ? 

 _ I ſhall net ſay the Doctor has no better Arguments then 

1 ſach Topicks of Prejudice , but methinks if he has , he 

3 might let thoſe alone , which are more likely to harden 

E/ then convince. us. I cannnot preſume he has ſo mean -a 

deſign, as to ſet up our Opinions like a Scarecrow, and 

then make ſport by pelting of them ; and yet whether he j 

deſigns ſoor no, that muſt be the effet'of the Baſis of an 'Y 


BY 


Opinion ſo expos'd. | 
I am not concern'd that he cannot think us. Orthodox 
Chriſtians, Page 1. Letter 1, or that he can ſay , Socinas , 
or any other Author, has dropt imprudent words ; cho” I 
Nora, Theſe © notations and mg a ſo ot Hoa thoſe he 
the Texts, as they relate to the. as QUOtEU again AN, no Pro. 
Socinians,7 do not meddle wes teſtant I ſhovld think ſhould be 
but leave them to bis learned anpry with him. for Paye ac. 
Adverſary before the Soctnian pa . but I am Ss, 4 5.2 
to bandle them. 3 f af 
| ee -P _ his general uncharitable Charges | | 
Page 48. Letter 3. that he ſhould fay, That we will not be- — 
lieve even what God ſays,Letter 1. Page 19.1 am ſure a Refle- 
&ion, he would very unwillingly bear, if flung upon the 
Trinicarians, in deſtroying the firſt Commandment. 
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Ignorance or Miſtake... - 


| Not that I write this, that God doth not harden ſome 


neither ; but who ſhallyudge who they are 3 who ſhall ſay, 
juſt ſuch a Set? When we condemn juſt ſuch a Princi- 
ple, we know not what we do; and:we are'in a' capacity 
honourably to make it out when we are call'd co ir, but 
ro condemn the Methods of whole Seats,we know not what 
wedg. 5 Þ Sant £ oat 


The next thing I-ſhall take notice of to.the Doctor, is, 


the Incarnation, which he ſay#he hat believes not muſt be 
damn'd ; but the Doctor forgets here, that he writes againſt 
Arrians as well as Socinzans , and that they own an Incar- 
nation as well as he, (de. Page 1. Letter x. and 14 of | the 


third Lerrer) If the Do@or give me leave therefore to1cell”: 
him, the Arriav Incarnation hath ſome. Sehſe, and poflt: 


bilicy in ic, but the Trinitarian is impoſlible. =» 
The Doctor does very well (Page 25. Letter: 3.) to ac- 


© _ quaint us of our Ignorance, and to ſhew 4s that we know not all 


things, and that even in thoſe things'we..do know, we are not 


infallible. A very good Argument indeed, if applied'; 'we 


know not ſomething, therefore we. know nothing ; me- 


thinks this does not. become a Maſter in Geometry and 
Demonſtration : or if it does, why did he argues further 
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ng, I fay, to retort all this upon Dr. 
Walls, and yet if 1 ſhould, have I not as juſt a cauſe for ic 
as ever he had , yes ſurely I have ; but my Charity forces 
eo hope-the beſt, to think the beſt, that Truth hasnor yet 
approach'd him 1n fall light , that otherwiſe certainly he 
would have embrac'd it, and that it he is in any Ecrour, 
whether he, or his Fellow Trinitarians, - 1 ſay, *cis through 
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nate, according as vo urged in the late nay become againſt 


nate, is imj 


IO rig CIS 


Ut fa then, for fines he has reaſoned on, L NC 


Dr, Sherlock ; yet, for the Supream God to become 'incar- 
of ble, abſurd, and blaſphemy to ſay. Pray 
Sir, what do nake of God, a variable, changeable, 
dying ching? In ſhort, if ſuch be your God, 'tis not only 
againſt your own Attributes of him , which call him Tm- 
mortal, but againſt all the known and acknowledg'd Prin- 
Ciples of the Light of Nature. 

Forſooth, you can allow one /ide of your Cube to be foil d , 
(Page 34+ Letter 3.) that is, one of your God's to dye ; and 
if you can one , why not all ? And what a World we 
ſhall have then. No, but you fay all can't; And why not? 
that which is mortal in the parts, is mortal in the whiole ; 
and cill you degrade the Son's Coequality, you will make 
me afraid that one time or other the whole God may dye 
toa. 

In ſhore, Sir, you muſt excuſe me ; thatT do not ſearch 
further into theſe Reaſonings, but refer er you to that Anſwer, 
I mention'd before to Dr. Sherlock. I muſt confefs , 'tis not 
pleaſant to me, to unravel into continual Abſurdiries, and 
tho' in Charity I would not omit to give you and the world 
due Information in fuch cxle ; yet my own ſenſe bids me 
me put your ſelf and others to 'this further Referrence, that 
I might be the betrer ſpar'd pains, and you ſatisfied. 
| But leſt T ſhould ſeem pretendedly. to refer my Reader, 
and to leave the Do&or's Obje&ions unanſwer'd, I ſhall at 
leaft deſcend a kettle further ns them, and then I am ſure 
T ſhall have done enough, when I can honeftly think to 
ed ſelf T have omitted nothing in his Book confidera- 

. You ſay then, ( pag. 28. Third ard ) The Soul moves 
the Body, and we know not how j® and what ſay you, can 
there be ay heterogenous or diſagrecable a Union, as of Soul and 
Body ; material and immaterial poſſible, and ſhould thu be im- 
poſſible with God ? A formidable ObjeQion indeed ; we do 
not doubt that God cannot move Matter ; + but we doubr- 
whether God can die, or ſuffer, Po 4 with Matter ; we 


doubt 
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J, ad God, why _ thou JEN me 


» ANC Fon we e rell mos ro Fl k.C thac 
0 can be alte*d,” much lef5 ſuffer or die, 
is Blaſphemy : they anſwer us,, What cannot God move 
ody or Martor, as well as a.Soul Os, 
" No) Ki D _ fool þ knows 3a 4 "be to have, one 
s infinite. Cube or Go old, ( pa hird 
Fd He knows no 64-206 mf , in pA FALHATTR finice 
Power to the weakneſs of an Infant ; and that too, in: 
an infinice Power, that another time he tholl lay is Immor- 
tal, Good God ! how happ y ſhould I be, had I but a 
pair of Spectacles to ſee Thee Finns c00.. 

A ſecond ObjeRion of che Doctor's in this, I cake to 
be, That an Arheiſt can puzzle us in the lams manner, 
with an, Ex nibilo, nibil fit : And the manner of God's ma- 
king the World, as how. it was poſſible, firſt to. make: ſomething 
out of nothing : And thus by. a Mcneſs of. difficulty, he 
thinks to iS. of by a Problem, 4 real pena Pag. 32, 


"wice ; watt Bas Fog then th us to-have Att 

may. diſhonour God 3. I may 
ery well ſay, God cann , tho* I know not the EX- 
rent of his Power or Wiſdom ; '1 may well ſay, he is 
than I, cho'I never heard him ſpeak, nor never 
receiv'd any Notion Wn from him ; and yet ne- 
- ver by that limit how far the iſdom- of his Providence 
may po libly extend. 

. nethi ks theſe atone might make the Do- 
&or aſhamed , whea they ſhew him how much he has a- 
bus'd Truth by them: Bur what ? may be Dr. Falls doth 
not think, that God in Chriſt was tempted, ſuffered, or 
dyed, but wy the Man? g Does henot 2 How then will 

he 
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| he found the Merits or the Godhead, in P roo: terms, if 
ſted by © IC ©; 2 
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By this rime I preſume, I have ſufficient! K 
into the Dodtof's force iti meer Reaſoning; and' now it 
will reſt upon me, to ſhew what a ſlender pretence he has 
even in Revelation alld ; indeed, at firſt he ſeenvd to take 
it for granted, as if he was ſure of Chriff's: Revelation *a- 
gainſt che Firſt Commandment ; but 1-dare promiſe him 
to. prove ,, that the New Teſtament is - doubly: more 
agreeable to the Arrians, if not the Svcimian, than the Tri- 
nitarians;; and whenever he ſhall undertake this Challenge, 
3 he ſhall not want an Abſtra&t in Print, to make it good ; 
3 _ _' andin the mean time, T ſhall contentmy: (elf to ſhew, that 
Z ws 120 he has hitherto cited, does not-make to his pur- 
pole. Fo, 
; And fuſt, to ſhew him that his Idea of the word [ 

Perſon is heterodox, and unſcriprural, I ſhall repeat but | 
one Text, which if duly conſidered, were not only enough *” 
to make him leave chat;opinion, but turn" Unitarian allo; 
but LID leave it to take what effe& it Can ;' it is'Foby 16. 
12, Oc. ES i 6 - SE oo Job: 

7 ewhei , when he, the ſpirit of truth ts come, he-will guide 
ou into all truth; for be ſhall not ſpeak of himſelf : but what- 
foewer be ſhall bear, that ſhall be ſpeak : and he will ſhew you 
things to.come': be ſhall glorifie me, for be ſhall receive of mine, 
and ſhallſhew it anto you. ' All things that 'the Father hath are 


+ 
# 


« 


9 mine : therefore ſaid 1, that he ſhall take of mine, and ſhall ſhew 
EO Bt unto you, a little while, &c. on | 

Now would I fain appeal to any Man whatever, wich : 
what words can a compleat diſtin&tion of Perſonation,”l 
mean of ſuch a Perſonation as is in Men and Angels, more 
plainly be ſer forth, and that both in: the-Son 'and | Holy 
Ghoſt 2 For firſt :' Doth'not this Text demonſtrate each 
Perſon to be compleat and entire in himfEIf.- And ſecond 
ly : Does it nor thew them lo diſtin, and ſeparate alſo, 
that they plainly rely upon one another for information. 
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I fay, after this, what colour can there be for any Mat 
as my Adverſary has done; to deftroy as good as the very 
Perſonality of the Trinity, under precence of not defining, 
T ſay, does not this look ſhrewdly ſulpicious, that he twi- 

Red this Idea, to lapport the unaccountable-Hluſtrations of 
his Simile. DO , | 

Beſides this , I might add many other Texts, but as 
this 1s ſufficient , and as Scripture-proof is not the main 
Argument , fo I ſhall pals them by at preſent ; only this 
I mult cell the Doctor, that whenever he ſhall pleaſe 

| to command them , they ſhall be rcady ; and ar his Ser- 
| vice. ——” 

_ Having therefore clear'd this general difficulty of his, I 

ſhall now proceed to his particular Texts, but yet not with- 

out this previous Obſervation : *Tis ſtrange that ſo known 

a Truth, as the Myſtery of che Trinity is preſumed to be, 

| ſhould beneccflitated at every turn, tobe thus ſupportedby 

Þ a new quirk, as it is ; Dr. S— findsa loop-hole in Self. 

; conſciouſneſs, and Dr. Wallis having deſtroy'd the Diſtin- 

| &ion of Perſonation, thunders in upon us by the three 

ſides of a Cube ; but to leave their dreadful Machines, and 
to return to the particular Texts. - 

One Text the DoRor alledges againſt us is, That we are 
baptized in the Name of Chriſt, ( page 6o. Third Letter). But 
as to that, methinks he has been ſo often anſwered, that ic 
has been only as our Spiritual Governours, and that even_ 
by the very Scripture interpretation of it, 1 Cor, 12, that I 
admire how he can inſiſt on it. 

A ſecond Text is, Fohn 1o. 30. to which may be added 
alſo, 1 Jobn 5. 7. But whatever the Door pretends, theſe 

Texts ſo wholly tend to a Unity in Harmony, and not in 

Effenco , which is ſo contrary to the fame phraſe in like 

caſe in Scripture, Jobs 17. that the Do&or muſt excuſe me, 

if I tell him he can require no becter Anſwer ; and he muſt 

farther give me leave to tell him, that what he writes in A- 

pology for the genuinenels of the latcer Text, is by no. 

means ſufficient ; for however he may aſperſe the Arrians, 
with that Forgery, that has been the ſole Prerogative of 
their Enemies, yet there 1s no ground for it, that Tqxt ha: 
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ving been all along fo fupicious, that many Copies have 
had it only in the 2 and not in the Text, which 
is no ſign, the Tranſcribers fhould ever have omitted it 
in forgecfulneſs or negligence. , 
Another Text he Cites, is Rom. 9. 5. God over all bleſſed 
for ever, Right, and did the Door ever know a Unira- 
rian, eſpecially an Arrian, deny him that Character ? In- 
deed, we are apt to clog the Title wich that limication 
the Scriptures themſelves have given ir, to wit; But wnto 
the Son he ſaith, Thy Throne, O God, for ever and ever, a 
 Scepter of righteouſneſs the Scepter of thy Kingdom, thou haſt 
loved righteouſneſs,and hated iniquity and.therefore God, even thy 
God, has anointed thee with the ol of gladneſs above thy fel- 
: . lows; viz. Angels in the Context, Feb. x. But undec that 
reſtriction, we can be as. liberal of che Title of God toe - 
Chriſt, as any Trinitarian whatever. 


Es 
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Nor will all the Art the Doctar has, be able to bring 
him over this rub, for ſurely Scripture muſt interpret Scri- | 
pture, and if it muſt, this great Chapter, which is pur- eM 
poſely writ to declare the ſuperiour Nature of Chriſt, | 
muſt needs confound him , and ſet up Arrianiſm in his ; 
ſtead; nor in this caſe, will it excuſe him to pretend the 
Humanity of Chrift here is ſpoke+of, for war is. the 
Humanity of Chriſt called God? Is the Humanity pre- 
ferred before Angels? or, did the Humanicy frame the DD 
Worlds? Surely the Orthodox cannot dote ſo, if they 
can't, ter them ingenuouſly acknowledge, that this is an 
* over-ruling Text tor the whole Divinity of Chriſt, till 
they ſhall inſtance a plainer to illuſtrate. it. = 
Another Text is, Math. 4 10. to ſhew we ought to 
worſhip Chriſt, and that from the words of Chriſt to Sa- 
tan, when he tempted him, Thox ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy 
I God, and him only ſhalt. thou ſerve ; whereas that Text alas, pl” 
3 was defign'd quite for another purpoſe, that is, it was an 
3 anſwer, whereby Chriſt ſignified to Satan, that he did 
know his Duty to be, to worſhip the Lord his God only, 
anU not Satan. OC. — 
To be ſhort, there is no other Text he has alledg'd, but 
- what deſerves no Anſwer, unleſs it be his excellent Art of 
, 2 _ turning, 
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Pi 


_ 115-3 fk! x Cor. 8.4, 5,6. (p- 53. & 53 
| Vike This i is life eternal, to know thee, the only 
. od, and Felus Chrift: whom thou haſt ſent. 'Wherein, 
the Doctor by | his Criticiſm, as well as in. the other Text, 
would fain perfiricle us, that the ſole Deity of the Fa- 
ther is not contain'd in it, but_alas, his Allegations are 
fach, that he might as well ſay, neither Father nor Son, 
are the true God, and pretend that to know Thee, wis. 
the Father, is one Perſon, the only true God, a ſecond, 
and Jeſus Chriſt, whom. he hath ſent, a third. In ſhort, 
chis is {o plain an Artifice, that methinks when the Dodtor 


conſiders ny he will not for ſhame for the future, think | 


that we abuſe Scripture more than himſelf, 

Burt before I quite leave this Subje&, there is another 
Text that my Adverſary infiſts upon, to wit, the firſt of 
St. Fobn, In the bepinning was the Word, and the Word was 


With God, and the Word was Ged. Now I ſay, though the 


Door in this caſe may think hard of the Socinians, yet 
as he writes apainft the Arrians too, he ought to leave a 
little room for their ſenſe, which is, may I fay, doubly 
more rational, and aprecable to ds de too, than the 


Dottor” S, 
.F would fain ask/' the DoRor, Does this Text inf nuzte 


that: theſ& wo Gods, to wit, the Father and the Word, 
arg one? or does it not rather acquaint us, they are two, 


and feparate? If' fo, does'not the Text F have already re- 
peated' ir the firſt io the Hebrews , plainly declare the 
difference between theſe ewo Gods, to wit, that the firſt 
is the Orig nal Fountain of Power and all things, that the 
other, is bat by him! exalted, bat. yer as preferr'd before 


_ the' very Angels, that God, arid Son,, by whom-the God 
of al, not only franvd. all things, ab by an Inſtrument, 


deenfd them: alſo, as” is plainly mlinuated by che 
Text), and the reſt of the'Chaprer; _ | 


I ſhall trace no further into theſe Scripture:Proofs, be- 


&tift'] hay&no further occaſion: from the Doctor, and' as 
for afy* Body elle; T date Prefunic | to ſay, whatever the 
Gor ne; an taking :Irofor granred; that the Tri- 
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tarian Books, even lately extant ,. that have ſufficiently 
evidenced the falſity of his pretences, and that not by 
means of wreſting and forcing of Scripture-words and 


phraſes, Þut in conftruing them wich all the integrity and | 


fairneſs imaginable. - 


And the reaſon I have not troubled my ſelf to repeat 
thoſe things over again, is, thar I am aſham'd to ſee they 


. have ſo little effe& upon our Adverſaries; for to what end 

is it, to run out into nice Controverſies, when men have 
the face to deny the moſt manifeſt firſt Principles? How- 
ever, I hope that this Reign and Tyranny of blindneſs. 


will-not laſt always; I hope in time we ſhall meet with 
ſome men of that Courage and Sincerity, as may coun- 
renance our Cauſe, and reſcue diſtreſſed Truth from her 
Suppreſſors. | | 

I ſhall now draw towards a Concluſion, and as I have 
hitherto taken care to avoid the Errors of my Adverlary, 
in refuting them, ſo I now ſhall do him that Juſtice, as to 
acknowledge, he writes with a Charity like a Divine, and 
though he is in an Error, yet 'tis with ſo much Softneſs, 
Generoſity, and Charity, that his very Enemies cannoc 
rebuke him for want of it. . 

FE cannot fay, whether the firſt Compoſers of the 4:ha- 
vaſian Creed were of his mind or not, and whether they 
intended the Damnatory Sentences with his Limitations ; 
but whether they did or no, which I muit confeſs I am 
very apt to queſtion ,, they ought to have done fo, and 
wherein they did otherwiſe, they were to blame. _. 
Indeed %is an Enthuſiaſtick Dofrine, to damn unbap- 


tized Infants, the invincibly ignorant, all before Chriſt, 


Fools, Madmen, as our rigid 'Trinitarians have too often 
done; I think Dr. Walls has done what ought ever to. be 
reverenced. In ſhort, the Do&tor in this, has ſhewn him- 
ſelf ſo good a Man, that methinks I cannot but enyy his 
Party, that he is againſt us. 
But it may be queſtioned poflibly, why have I wrote. 
againſt him then, if I had ſuch a Reſpe& for him? I fay 
not in reſentment to him fo much, for he has the Charity 
of an Angel, but leaſt, that others relying on his ſtrenge 
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of Reaſoning, ſhould embrace his Argument without his 
Charity, or elfe I could be content, that the Dotor, or 
any man, ſhould enjoy Opinions ſo Innocent to them- 
ſolves. - Og 

For my part, I am glad to hear ſuch healing words, as 


that men have abuſed the Damnatory Sentences, as that 


there 15 no Anathema to the Greek Church, or the ſincere 
of any Perſwafion, let it be as he fays, in an extraordi- 
nary way, or as he pleaſes, in ſhort, the Principle, on 
whatever it is grounded, is Hegvenly, and breaths the trae 
Method to Peace, Unity; and Concord, whereas the con- 
erary cenſures, as he himſelf excellently oblerves, were 
enough to make the Creed too formidable to be approv'd of , 
( p. 21. third Letter.) - 1”. , 
Theretore, without examining further into this matter, 
for I ſhall never diſcourage Charity, and therefore I ſay, 
let the Damnatory. Sentences bs annexed to the generals 
of the Creed, or otherwiſe, for ir ſhall never concern me: 
I ſay, there is but one thing herein wherein I have reaſon 
to be concerned in at what he ſays, and that is, that he. 
ſhould tack his Damnatory Sentence to an explanation of 
the Church, and not rather to the Scriptures themſelves.” 
Nor dol write this, that even in this caſe too, he has not 
| left room for the invincibly Ignorant ; bur only that I am 
ſorry to fee him, ſo much to countenance a meer humane 
Impoſition, in forreign. and unſcriptural' Words, as Trinity 
in Unity, whatever they ſignifie, plainly are. 
And therefore hence it is, that I deſire: to be excusd to 


put a difference, between he that believeth; not ſhall be -. 


damn'd in the Scripture, and he that believeth not a Tri- 
nity in Unity ſhall be damn'd, by the Arhanaſian Creed ; 


for ſurely, any Man may be juſtly excusd, that puts a dif- | 


ference between the dire& Word of God, and the Tradi-- 
tions and Interpretations of Men ;. and if fo, there may be 
juſt cauſe to diſallow the parallel ; and as long as we ſtick. 
cordially and ſincerely to the Scripture, not to confine our 
ſelves to any particular Man's, I may ſay Church's Incer- 
_ pretation Whatever. 
ds Indeed 
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Indeed this flipor overſight in the Door, almoſt makes 
me admire at it ; for when a Man has reaſon'd ſo candidly 
and fairly as he has done, rejeffed the little prejudices of 
Quotations, acknowledg'd our uncertainty m underſtanding the 
Idea's of Scripture words ; nay, granted us that diſputablene 
that Fare has been, Whether the Creed itſelf were Athanaſius, 

Or not : py : OE 
I fay, when a Man can be fo candid, generous, and cha- 
ritable in his Reaſoning, as to grant us, That the word 
Perſon, the hinge of the Controwerſie, is at leaFt to ms mncertain, 
and at beſt but metaphorical, and that it is no guilty ignorance not 
to define it, and that "tis the barſhneſs of the Idea of it, that com- 
founds ws ; p. 62. Third Letter. i 
I ſay, when a Man has gone ſo much further, as ever 
to blame the Fathers, for not admitting theſe words without ade- 
 quate Idea's, and defining them as he bas done, (p. 4. Firlt Let- 
rer). I ſay, when he has done thus, methinks I wonder, 
how he can juſtifie their enforcement, and plead for 
what he himſelf at the ſame time, by an overſight con- 
demns. TR Th, 
Theſ in ſhort are: my Sentiments of the Dodtor's Book 
andif the Werld think them fair and honeſt, let them che- 
riſh them accordingly, and in the mean time, lec us all be 
ready and willing, not to let theſe Controverſies be loſt 
upen us, but endeavour by them to recover or vindicate 
the Truth, as ſhe ſhall appear to us. Er ns 
I muſt confe6, ſome Men make light and: ſpart of this 
Diſpute; as if it were but of a Trifle, or a:Geremony-;, but 
when they come into-another World, they may; know,.that 
_ this is a Controverſie- of weight, that God is jealous of his 
Honour, and: that he does not love his Creatures to: be ſet 
up, to- Rival hin, and tho' in. his Mercy , he may: bear 
ich us in- ſuch things, the better to draw us,. 14 polbble, 
to-himany- other-away ; yer ther we ſhall: know, *cis-nor 
trifling- to- vilifie the God of Heaven, to rob'him! of his 
Honour, and' to: give it: to- his Dependants, tho-never {o 
_execllent.- ies” | foot 
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in vils, and that they may, Jet us all with one A 
cord, a our ſelves to his Almighty Throne 3 I ſay, let. 

15 never ceaſe to ſollicite him wich our Prayers and Tears, 
' thro! his deareſt Son Chriſt Jeſus. 4 
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ory be to the Father , thro the Son, and _ 
by the Holy Gho$t. 


